82      LOVE   NEEDS   NO   MEDIATOR

that what you really love is your own effusions
and ecstatic raptures. I see, as it were, the water
which I have longed for before me, and yet you
withhold it, I ani, as it were, in Bulgaria, and
the object of your love is in Cathay. One who
is really loved is the single object of her lover,
the Alpha and Omega of his desires. As for
you, you are wrapped up in your own amorous
raptures, depending on the varying states of
your own feelings, instead of being wrapped
up in me."

" I AM THINE,  AND  THOU  ART  MINE ! "

Eternal Life is gained by utter abandonment
of one's own life. When God appears to His
ardent lover the lover is absorbed in Him, and
not so much as a hair of the lover remains.
True lovers are as shadows, and when the sun
shines in glory the shadows vanish away. He
is a true lover to God to whom God says, " I am
thine, and thou art Mine! "

LOVE NEEDS NO   MEDIATOR

When one has attained Union with God he
has no need of intermediaries. Prophets and
apostles are needed as links to connect ordinary
man with God, but he who hears the " inner
voice " within him has no need to listen to out-